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Taking the Challenge – Tips for Student Success 
The Challenge is an exit activity for levels 3-10 that gives students the opportunity to apply the skills 
they have learned in the story units and earn an additional 20,000 points. The tile will only open after 
students have completed every story in a level. Depending on the level, challenge activities can contain 
3-5 passages and up to 25 questions.  
 
The challenge is aligned to grade-level standards and is designed to familiarize students with the 
multiple choice and constructed response question types they will encounter on year-end tests. 
Challenge passages are longer and can include subheads, sidebars and comparisons, as well as poetry, 
plays and a range of nonfiction topics.  
 
Setting students up for success on the Challenge is important, both for improving test-taking skills and 
ensuring that they get the maximum value out of the exercises. 
 

Challenge Tips for Students 

1. The Challenge should take approximately one hour to complete. Work in a quiet place or put on 
your headset to help you concentrate. If you rush, you will lower your score and points values.  
 

2. Take time to read each passage before you begin answering the questions.  
 

3. Each passage has about 5 questions. Read the questions before reviewing the answer options. 
Scan the text for keywords that will help you find the answer to the questions.  
 

4. Read the question feedback if you don’t get it right on the first attempt. There will be clues in 
the feedback to help you select the correct response.  
 

5. For written answers, try organizing your thoughts on a scratchpad before typing in your answer. 
Remember to include details from the text to support your response.  

 

Teacher Data – Student Progress Report  

Teachers can see the summary scores on the Challenge Activity in the Student Progress Report. 

The green checkmark indicates that it’s complete and the grade level is shown beside the title. (e.g. 

Senior Challenge, Lv 9 – 55%).  

Responses and Answer Feedback 

Click on the title link to view the Challenge responses to each question. Green color coding and a 

score of 1 indicates that the correct answer was selected on the first attempt. If the first answer 

was incorrect, the selected response will be shown in red and the number of attempts the student 
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made to get it right appears next to the points earned. (Points are deducted with each attempt – 

students get two attempts before being shown the correct answer.) Click on Answer Feedback to 

see the final feedback provided and the correct answer.  

 
 

Missed Learning Objectives 

Click on the plus sign under the Missed Learning Objectives 

column to see which strands were missed in the Challenge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

View  details on the number of correct responses out of the 

total number of questions covered for the standard.  
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