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Enrichment for EL Students Using BrightFish Reading 
English Learners need to work twice as hard as their peers to build English skills and keep pace across 

subject areas. BrightFish Reading uses a unique deconstruction process to help EL students build their 

word fluency and vocabulary to increase their comprehension of connected text.  

Vocabulary in particular presents a unique challenge for EL students to learn new words, understand 

them in context, and then recall those words when reading connected text.  

The goal of BrightFish Reading vocabulary activities in each story unit is to enable students to integrate 

new words with what they already know and recall those meanings when they are viewed in passage 

material. There are a number of strategies that you can use with EL students to help them master the 

vocabulary component of their BrightFish Reading stories – and transfer those skills to their work in 

other subject areas. 

Effective strategies for vocabulary acquisition 
1. Make sure students are not just glancing over the visuals shown with the word definitions.  Ask 

students to describe the illustration and explain why that picture was used as an example as it relates to 

the definition. If you are unable to sit with students for this activity, provide them with a journal or 

scratch pad to jot down their explanations for later review. Small group idea: use the demonstration 

website to pull up a story sample that you can work on as a group. 

2. Create multiple opportunities for students to paraphrase the definition of words based on their usage 

in the story. Students can write down the target word definition and then rephrase it in their own 

words, either verbally in small groups or on their own using their story journal. After students finish the 

story unit, ask them to go back to their written definitions and edit as needed. 

3.  Ensure that students hear the correct pronunciation of the word by using the play icon. Then ask 

students to repeat the word after listening to it. Hearing it and saying the word in sequence will help to 

facilitate its storage in memory. 

4.  Use graphic organizers: These visual tools help make content more comprehensible for EL students. 

Some EL students find graphic organizers easier to use when applying knowledge to new vocabulary 

words because of the visual representation of the concept. In the Teacher’s Guides section, you can 

download blank copies of the graphic organizers used in BrightFish. Students can write the word 

choices in the organizer, review definitions and revise before committing to their selections onscreen.  

5.  Facilitate small-group discussion that requires students to use the new words as part of a story 

review. Students can take turns reading the passages aloud and discuss the word definitions. They can 

share their paraphrased definitions for feedback from the group. 


