
Constructed Response
Writing activities: Short answer and essay
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Open 
response 
questions 

• There are two types of “open” or “constructed” 
response questions: short answer and essay.

• Short answer – Scored out of 1. There is a set 
response based on keywords; students must answer 
with a full sentence using capitalization and 
punctuation to get 1/1.

• Essay – Scored out of 4. No set response; a 
“completion” score of 4/4 is given if students write at 
least two sentences and use capitals and punctuation.

• Teachers can review written responses in the Student 
Progress report and modify the score as needed 
using the supplied rubric (or their own)
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Tools: 
Student 
Progress 
Report

Tools: Use the Student Progress report to view written work. The 

Word Usage and Essay columns contain written responses for short 

answer and long answer questions. Expand a plus sign to see 

sections and click on the percentage score to see the responses. 



HINT: Students should refer back to the story 
when completing comprehension and essay 
questions. Remind students to write all essay 
responses in complete sentences and set 
expectations for achieving the maximum score.



Writing:(Essay(Responses

Hint:&Encourage&students&to&locate&relevant&details&&
to&support&both&perspectives&and&determine&which&

perspective&is&more&supported&in&the&story.

Hint: Encourage students to locate relevant details  
to support “yes” and “no” perspectives, find 
evidence in the story, and supply those details in 
the answer. To adjust a question score, type over 
the existing score and save your change. 



Essay 
answers: 
Top 5 
writing 
strategies

1. Write down the key word in the question 
(explain, identify, compare, etc.).

2. Restate the question in your opening sentence.

3. Skim the passage. Look for topic/ending 
sentences to find the most RELEVANT details 
that answer the question. Jot them down on a 
sketch pad as you’re re-reading the text.

4. Read your answer, then review the question 
again. Make sure your answer is clear and 
complete!

5. Check your punctuation and sentence structure.



Graphic Organizers
• Graphic Organizers can be printed and copied to reinforce 

online work in BrightFish Reading

• Writing GOs can be printed to help students organize their 
thoughts for essay responses



State your opinion/position clearly
I think that…

Yes, I agree with the author that…

Reason 1

Example:

Reason 2

Example:

Reason 3

Example:

W

Restate your opinion/position:



Opinions

Facts







Sequencing












