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Intervention Checklist for Students Scoring in the Independent Range 
The goal of BrightFish Reading is to help students develop active, independent reading skills that 

can be applied across subject areas. If you have received a notification in the Daily Review report 

that a student is consistently scoring in the independent range (80% plus) on assigned story units, 

you can evaluate whether that student is ready to move up a level in BrightFish Reading.  

Since you have access to all 10 levels in BrightFish Reading, you can make a level change if you are 

seeing independent scores in 2 or more consecutive stories at the current assigned level.   

There are different data sources in BrightFish Reading reports that can guide your decision-making 

in applying the level change intervention: 

1. Test results: pre- and midyear level based on the BrightFish adaptive Cloze test. 

2. Snapshot: average activity scores in completed stories.  

3. Student progress: scores and errors in fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.  

Test Results and Gains 

The reports tab contains two sets of data that can be used in your decision-making about changing 

a student’s level. An independent score on the initial Cloze pre-test means that the student can 

comprehend a grade-level passage at a difficulty level that will challenge but not frustrate. The 

midyear report shows any change in the reading level from the pre-test.   

1. Pre-test level: Is the student 

placing in the independent zone 

at the assigned grade level? For 

example, the student is in 8th 

grade and scores 81% on the 

pre-test, which is on the low end 

of the independent range (81%-

100%). The current assigned 

stream is 7-8.  

 

Indicator: In this example, the 

data indicates that your student 

could be a candidate for a level 

change from a 7-8 up to 8-9.   

 

Figure 1: The Gains report shows changes in the student's reading 
comprehension level. 
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2. Midyear gains: The student has been working in BrightFish Reading for the first semester. 

On the midyear test, the student scored in the independent range at grade level, which was 

a +1 level gain over the pre-test and a move up from instructional.   

Indicator: In this example, the data indicates that the student could be a candidate for a level 

change from a 7-8 up to 8-9.   

Snapshot Report 

The Activity Score shown in the Snapshot report shows the average of the vocabulary and 

comprehension work done in all completed story units. Scores above 80% are in the independent 

range and indicate that the student is working very well at the current assigned level.  

1. How many story units has the student completed? 

2. What is the weekly time on task?  

3. Is the weekly TOT consistently within the goal range? (e.g. 60 minutes/week) 

Indicator: High story completion and consistent TOT are indicators that the student could be a 

candidate for a level change.   

Student Progress Report  

The Student Progress Report provides detailed metrics on skill data from each completed story 

unit. Based on these metrics, you can determine whether your student is showing consistent 

results that would merit an increase in their story assignment level.  

1. Are all skill areas consistently in the “green” zone – independent?  

2. Has the student scored in the independent range on 2+ consecutive stories? 

3. Is there any change based on the Lexile difficulty for the completed stories? (e.g. a drop at 

level 6 compared with level 5 stories) 

Indicator: Consistent green zone scores in all skill areas are strong indicators for a level increase.   

Figure 2: The Student Progress report displays trends in story scores. Look for “green” zones with consistent scores of 80%+. 
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Change a level in BrightFish Reading 

You can view your students’ current assigned level in the Class Snapshot and Student Details 

report. To make a level change you can click on the level shown in the Details report, which will 

take you to the Class Roster. Or, you can click on the Classes tab and select “manage class roster” 

from the left sidebar menu and follow these steps: 

1. Click on the “books” icon in the Levels column for the student you would like to change.  

2. Click off the box for a level you want to remove. 

3. Click on a box – checkmark – for any level you want to add.  

4. Save your changes, which will now be shown in the Class Roster. The next time the student 

logs in, stories from the new assigned levels will be shown.  

 

Figure 3: Change levels in the Classes Tab/Manage Class Roster. 

Exit BrightFish Reading 

Once you make a level change to a student’s assigned stories, monitor their work to see how they 

perform at the new level. Use the following checklist to determine whether your student is ready to 

exit BrightFish Reading: 

1. Has the student completed at least one level in BrightFish Reading? (e.g. 10-15 stories) 

2. Did the student score above 75% on the Challenge Activity? (The challenge is designed to 

see how well the student can apply the skills learned in each level.) 

3. After the level change, did the student continue to score above 80% in all skill areas? 

4. Did the student score in the independent range on the midyear test? 

If the above indicators are all “yes,” then your student is ready to exit BrightFish Reading! 


